[Two cases of hearing disorder following general anesthesia].
Hearing impairment is not often considered as a potential complication of general anesthesia, despite several reports of post-operative sensorineural hearing loss. These disorders have occurred after otological as well as cardiobypass surgery. We experienced two patients both of whom had undergone orthopedic surgery. In both cases the patients experienced bilateral reversible hearing impairment after general anesthesia with nitrous oxide. It is likely that a change in the middle ear pressure as a result of Eustachian tube dysfunction may have caused transient conductive hearing loss added to sensorineural hearing disorder. After these cases we interviewed a series of 115 patients who had undergone general anesthesia to assess the extent of this problem. Contrary to our expectation, 7 patients complained of ear fullness or autophony after inhalation of nitrous oxide, although these symptons diminished within 24 hours. It is important to be aware of the possibility of hearing impairment when nitrous oxide is used especially if the patient has a history of a previous middle ear disease.